Possible catastrophic events at the Cretaceous:fertiary boundary and their effect on insect populations are discussed. The effects of a long-term "black-out" of the resulting from a meteorite strike or massive volcanic eruption are considered. The extensive and diverse insect faunae of the Lower Cretaceous, with specialised forms suggesting habits similar to living insects, are compared with other faunae from the Te rtiary. From this study of fossil insect faunae, no evidence can be found for the suggested occurrence of world-wide catastrophic events over the Cretaceous:fertiary boundary. 
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Introduction
Events from the end of the Cretaceous to the beginning of the Te rtiary have aroused far more interest than changes at other geological periods. The change from the Cretaceous to the Te rtiary (the so-called K=f boundary) is marked by extinction of many animal groups, but it is the demise of the Dinosauria that is the single most discussed event. When Flanders [1962] wrote a paper entitled "Did the caterpillar exterminate the giant reptile" he was just one of many who have proposed theories for their extinction [Charig 1979] . Palaeontologists often consider that too much emphasis is placed on the extinction of the dinosaurs compared with many other similar but less spectacular extinctions (e g Permian=friassic), but we must accept the continued popular interest in events surrounding their disappearance.
